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This past year, the Session of Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church adopted a new logo
for our congregation. The logo includes our name, wavy lines representing water, the
cross and the sign of the Trinity which together form a tree. The colors are green and
blue. This logo has a fresh look and also helps show growth and vitality and will make a
wonderful springboard into our next forty years.
Theologically and biblically, there is much to ponder in this logo. The cross and the
symbol for the Trinity reflect the truth of orthodox Christianity. Protestants, Roman
Catholics and Eastern Orthodox Christians all hold to essentials based in the incarnation
of God in Jesus Christ (as represented in the cross upon which he died) and in the triune
God (Father, Son and Spirit). This logo reminds everyone what it is that we believe.
The water is also an important part of the logo. After all, we worship on an island,
surrounded by water. In the logo, the waves on the water create flow reminding
Christians that we are a movement. Early Christians were known as “The Way” because
following Jesus is a “way” of life. Water, which is essential to life, is also a major theme
throughout Scripture. In Genesis, God separates water and dry land in Creation. Jesus
offers the woman at the well the “water of life.” We enter the church through the waters
of baptism. And at the end of Scripture, we learn of a river that flows through the New
Jerusalem, watering the trees of life.
The tree is another important symbol throughout Scripture. The tree of life is in the
Garden of Eden. Such trees are also present by the banks of the river in the New
Jerusalem in the last chapter of Revelation. We live on an island with beautiful trees and
the symbol in our logo reminds us that we are planted here to grow and flourish.
The Session also officially adopted “Reflecting the Face of Jesus” as our official motto. We
will continue to use our motto with the pen and ink drawing of our church in various
publications.
***

OUR MISSION
TO NURTURE CHRISTIANS WHO BY THEIR WORDS AND ACTIONS REFLECT THE FACE
OF JESUS TO THE WORLD.

DEAR FRIENDS IN CHRIST
As I was thinking of what to write, I thought of the highlights from last year. We started 2017
with John Guest bringing us a powerful gospel message. 2017 was the first year we hosted the
January Series from Calvin College. We kicked off our 40th Anniversary year and hosted events
around the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. For the second year in a row, we ended with
strong finances. It feels great not to see red at the end of our financial reports. And we brought
the Reverend Deanie Strength on board as our Parish Associate. She has been our spark that
has further ignited enthusiasm, especially with the preschool. We are blessed.
The one event that amazed me was our Easter Sunrise Service. Approximately 150 people
gathered in the darkness at Landing Harbor Marina to greet the sun and to praise the Lord.
Two-thirds of the people were not from our church. It was a beautiful morning and as we sang
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today,” the sun rose, its rays racing across the marsh of the Wilmington
River. We celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Savior.
As we kicked off our 40th anniversary year, a new logo for our church was adopted. It is a fresh
look that captures our island home and reminds us of that which is essential about our faith.
There were many joys celebrated over the year. Our bonds grew even deeper with the church’s
picnic in June, the 40th Anniversary Homecoming Luncheon in October, a fun golf outing
followed by dinner at Marshwood in November, and during each Sunday fellowship following
worship in Liston Hall.
We also supported one another during times of sadness with the deaths of long-term members
and friends.
Thankfully many were spared significant destruction from a second
hurricane, and as a congregation, we responded generously to the
needs of others in Houston, South Florida and Puerto Rico who
suffered greatly from the storms.
As we enter 2018, there are more exciting things to come. We
are planning for another sunrise service this Easter (April 1)
and hope everyone plans to attend and bring friends. We will
hang our banner to encourage all island residents and guests
to come.
Our buildings and grounds have been lovingly cared for
and reflect the positive changes that we have
experienced within our church family. As we continue
to support the members of our congregation, reach
out into our community through our missions, offer
our services to those who grieve and contribute to
relief work, we are reflecting the face of Jesus.
Blessings,

Rev. Dr. Jeff Garrison
Pastor

FROM OUR CLERK OF SESSION
Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church continues to “reflect the face of Jesus to the world” in
many wonderful ways. In addition to Rev. Garrison and a wonderful staff, the church is led by
a dedicated group of elders. In 2017 five elders completed their three-year term as “sitting
elders” (once you are elected as an elder you remain one for life). They are Dee Angell, Bill
Foster, Sr., Darrell Lowell (deceased), Eloise Melton and Ray Krstolic (Ray served the last half
of Darrell Lowell’s term and agreed to serve another full term). The new elders for the class of
2020 are Joe Young, Laurel McKeith, Ray Krstolic and Eleanor Graham. The class of 2021 will
be elected by the congregation at our annual meeting in March of 2018.
The session met with Rev. Paul Grier who specializes in church revitalization. His observations
were that the denomination is in a steep decline, but there are ways to reverse this. Rev. Grier
made many suggestions for our congregation and the session held a retreat in May of 2017 to
review these and develop action items.
A new ecumenical worship experience was added this year for the community on Thanksgiving
evening. This was in addition to the SIPC Easter sunrise service at Landings Harbor Marina
which drew 150 people.
The staff and congregation welcomed Rev. Deanie Strength to our
fellowship as a Parish Associate. We are very fortunate to have her
and her activities
are being felt
...Rev. Strength is bringing many new ideas
particularly in
to our church and the excitement is
the workings
contagious.
with the
preschool.
Christ calls us to share the gospel. Join us this year by inviting
family and friends to strengthen and develop a relationship with
Christ by worshiping with us. As all visitors and new members will
tell anyone, you are a warm and welcoming congregation and it is a
privilege to be able to serve you as clerk .

Thomas S Inglesby
Clerk of Session

SESSION
MEMBERS

W ORSHIP
Worship services were held each Sunday morning
during 2017 (except for when Hurricane Irma came
to visit in September.) Attendance averaged just
over a hundred. In worship, the people of God
acknowledged His presence in the world and in
their lives.

SUPPORTING OUR WORSHIP EXPERIENCE
·

·
·
·
·
·
·

The Music Committee with special music,
soloists, the Shape Note Singers, and Bell
Choir
Ushers
Greeters
Flower Guild
Communion Preparers
Audio/Video and Lights
Chancel Dramas

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES
·
·
·
·
·
·

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans – April
Maundy Thursday—April
Easter Sunrise – April
SIPC Sunset Service – July
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service November
Christmas Eve Service – December

Again, this past year, we gathered at the Lord’s
table each month as well as Maundy Thursday to
commit ourselves afresh to love and serve God, one
another, and our neighbors around the world.
Communion was also shared with the homebound
and any member at any time per their request.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE—MARCIA DODD, CHAIR
Kay Eskew, Mary McKee, Bob Harris,
Lynne Kaley, Ruth Knutson, Shirley Bullinger,
Diane Tracy, Iris Hensley, Dick Shomaker,
Rev. Jeff Garrison, Rev. Deanie Strength

MISSIONS &
BENEVOLENCE
The Santa Claus Express supported the
Presbyterian Homes of Georgia with gifts of PJs,
robes, toiletries, lap blankets and much more.
Seventy-five angels were taken from our Angel
Tree by our members and gifts were given for
Union Mission, Pin Point and SAFE Shelter.
Toiletries were collected all year for Inner City
Night Shelter.
Tom and Cathie Inglesby, Rev. Jeff Garrison,
Sherry Leblang, June O'Hearn, and Laurel
McKeith went to Guatemala to share their time,
talent and skills to support the Faith in Practice
Mission.
The Muffin Ministry, started by Susan Usher,
continues with the help of loyal volunteers. They
baked 3,413 muffins (exceeding their 2017 goal
of 3,000) for Emmaus House. SIPC members
donated muffin mixes, oil and eggs. Goal for
2018 is 3,500 muffins.
The Annual Shredding Event raised $15,700 for
SAFE Shelter.
For the second year, SIPC donated clothing,
household goods, toys, tools and furniture to the
Ft. Stewart Free Market, which is sponsored by
the Protestant Women of the Chapel. Almost
400 military families were able to select items
they needed for free.
SIPC was an Emerald ($2,500) Sponsor for the
Inner City Night Shelter 5K run/walk in
October. More people from SIPC participated
than from any other organization.
COMMITTEE – PEGGY THOMPSON, CHAIR
Josephine Baird, Carolyn Ernest, Lori Harris,
Sonny Jones, Diane Krstolic, Sarah Lanier,
Sherry Leblang, June O'Hearn, Anita Parmelee,
Carrie Stoltz, Sandy Stutzman,
Rev. Deanie Strength

—
—
—
—

C HRISTIAN E DUCATION
FOCUS ON ADULT EDUCATION

FOCUS ON THE PRESCHOOL

Adult Sunday school classes, which included
the Adult Forum, were led by Jim Fendig.
The class used The Present Word which
included studies from Luke, Psalms and
Galatians.

The Preschool is celebrating its 30th
anniversary of successfully providing a
Christian curriculum to toddlers, two, three,
and four year olds.

Serendipity Class studied Christian writers,
including Craig Barnes and Jeff Manion and
discussed the DVD series on the Dead Sea
Scrolls.
Author Jeff Manion’s series on Satisfied was
led by several groups, including the
Serendipity Class, and parish leaders Jim
Fendig, Jane Garrison, Jim and Ann Higbee,
and Joan Pierce.
Wednesday evening sessions on Galatians
were led by Pastor Jeff, March 1- April 5.
Soup and bread supper preceded the lessons.
Calvin College simulcast mid-day series ran
daily for fifteen days in January on a variety
of topics relating to issues of faith.
Wednesday evening studies of James were led
by Pastor Jeff, May 24 – June 14.
The 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation was celebrated by a six-week
study in October and November of the
Heidelberg Catechism. Pastor Jeff led this
study which used Body and Soul by Craig
Barnes. This event was held on Wednesday
nights, preceded by a soup and bread supper.
Dr. Charles Partee, guest preacher on
Reformation Sunday, Oct. 29, also conducted
a discussion of the Reformation for the
congregation on Saturday night, with 18
people attending. On Monday, Oct. 30, Dr.
Partee spoke on the Reformation for The
Learning Center.
Christian Education Committee
Grace Walter, Chair
Jane Garrison, Dr. Richard Hunter, Laurel
McKeith, Pat Ramsey, Rev. Jeff Garrison,
Rev. Deanie Strength.

Rev. Deanie Strength worked with the
children on the true meaning of Christmas.
An outdoor Nativity scene was placed at the
entrance to the preschool. Each day, the
children added a new figure to the scene. Ed
Case constructed the stable.
Rev. Deanie Strength met every week with
preschoolers to teach them about God’s love
through scripture, praise songs, and meal
blessings. She shares with the children stories
from The Jesus Storybook Bible.
Monthly visits to the sanctuary offered an
opportunity for Rev. Strength to teach the
children about the elements of worship, such
as the Bible, communion ware, offering
plates, cross, baptismal font, instruments,
flower arrangements, and candles.
A special Christmas program featured the
pre-K children acting out the Nativity story,
with songs by the younger children.
Plans have begun on a special 30th
anniversary celebration of the Preschool’s
founding. An outdoor carnival complete with
booths, bounce houses, and food will be held
on Sunday, April 22 following worship.

Pre-School Committee
Linda Denhard, Chair
Jane Garrison, Milo Moore, Tiffany Kolat,
Grace Walter, Kristen Fields, Madison
Salzillo, Maria Rogers, Rev. Deanie Strength.

FELLOWSHIP
The mission of fellowship is to reach out in love to others in the name of Jesus to meet
their spiritual, emotional, relational, and physical needs.
2017 ACTIVITIES
·

Hosted weekly coffee fellowship after Sunday worship services

·

Hosted the annual Family Picnic in May with 100 members and guests in attendance

·

Hosted the Homecoming Brunch in October with 96 in attendance

·

Held Let's Meet event in a home with 50 attending

·

Provided receptions for special occasions during coffee fellowship

·

Continued to track new and frequent visitors, with bread delivery to first time visitors

·

Discussed and visited those members hospitalized and homebound

NEW INITIATIVES
·

Provided transportation for members living at the Marshes to worship on
Sunday morning

·

Assisted with Wednesday night Mission dinners

·

Facilitated fellowship with a “single women’s group” that meets for brunch
periodically during the year
·

Organized a gathering of 45 members and
friends for a Savannah Bananas Baseball
game

·

Sponsored a nine-hole FUN Golf
Tournament with 36 golfers competing in
the tournament

·

Organized an after-dinner Golf Tournament
with 68 in attendance

·

Organized a night of “caroling & visiting”
with five homebound members
***

Fellowship Committee—Mark Usher, Chair
Bob Ernest, Joan Pierce, Patty Boggs, Mary
Cassady, Jane Case, Cathie Inglesby, Peggy
Thompson, Eloise Melton, Rev. Deanie Strength.

40TH ANNIVERSARY
In May, the committee met for the first time to outline the events for a yearlong celebration. Members
harkened back to the very beginnings by sharing the stories of the first church, called The Skidaway
Island Community Church, to be established on the island. It was quickly determined that the theme
would be “Worship & Service.”
A special video captured a pictorial view of landmark times. The Skinnie ran a feature article on the
first church from an historical perspective. Charter members shared their remembrances at a Q&A
session during record attendance at the October Homecoming Luncheon. All present enjoyed learning
of the careful planning, dogged commitment, camaraderie and simple surroundings of that first church.

As enthusiasm and pride began to build among our members, the committee supported a new Fall
Fellowship Golf Event. In recognition of SIPC’s continued outstanding support of its missions, the
Committee encouraged monthly mission reports by various M&B chairs.
Committee members determined to use the 40th year of celebration as an opportunity to look back with
pride on the many accomplishments of our church in glorifying God over the years and to launch
ourselves into future ministry.
A newly designed church logo speaks to the importance of SIPC’ s vision of “Reflecting
the face of Jesus” to the world. Our special 40th anniversary branding included a logolike symbol that flies proudly from our flag pole and is boldly featured on our outdoor
sign.
As this Annual Report goes to print, committee members are hard at work planning for
the finale of the 40th year, a fall 2018 Gala Event to be enjoyed and remembered by all
in years to come!
Members: Ann Higbee—Chair, Dee Angell, Hazel Brown, Mary Cassady, Mary Alice Cavitt, Marcia
Dodd, John Evans, Bill Foster, Peggy Foster, Eleanor Graham and Diane Tracy.
***

TROOP 57
Since 1989, SIPC, as the Charter Organization, has supported
one of the best Scout programs in the 20 county Coastal Georgia
Council. Considered a major part of the church youth ministry,
Cub Scout Pack 57 and Boy Scout Troop 57 have enjoyed wide
spread support from the congregation and the staff over the
years. The result is a program with a high level of trained adult
involvement with a superior record of training scouts.
Troop 57 is going strong. There are 26 boys registered now and
21 adult leaders. We have had four achieve the exalted rank of Eagle since the last report. There are five
more boys at the Life Scout rank who are working toward Eagle now. The Cub pack has 75 boys
registered – the largest in memory. Every den is at capacity. We are expecting 12 more to come in the
next month! The older boys will be leaving to (we hope) join the Troop at that time.

DISCIPLESHIP/MEMBERSHIP
Late in 2016, we reached out to members who had not attended worship or made a financial
contribution for two years or more. Consequently, we moved 35 members to inactive status or
recognized their transfer to another church. Sadly, we also experienced the death of eleven members.
As of December 31, 2017, we have 228 members including 15 out-of-area members.
Mid-year we initiated a “Parents’ Night Out” program headed by Carri Stoltz. However, the program
was discontinued due to lack of response.
A program to facilitate transportation to worship services for residents of The Marshes was initiated.
Bob Ernest arranged drivers for each Sunday and Joan Pierce conveyed to the driver the names of
those needing transportation for that week. The program has been very successful with both the
drivers and The Marshes residents enjoying the fellowship opportunity. We have noticed that we have
a good number of frequent visitors. We are grateful for the opportunity to minister to them and hope
that they will choose to become members in the near future.
Joan Pierce, Chair

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN
Presbyterian Women of SIPC is open to all
women of the church. Currently we have
sixty women enrolled in four circles:
Elizabeth, Esther, Hannah, and Sarah Ruth.
Circles meet every month from October
through April with both day and evening
times available. Close bonds are formed
through fellowship, prayer and Christian
study. PW also sponsors three social events
for all women of the church: a fall coffee in
September, a soup supper in January, and a
luncheon in May. Other events are
scheduled as needed.

With a budget of approximately $3,300, PW
gave almost $2,250 in benevolence. The PW
obtains its funds through donations, pledges
and monies collected at circle meetings.
Additionally PW’s Elizabeth circle sponsors
a “muffin” ministry which has supplied
almost 3,500 muffins to Emmaus House this
past year.

Coordinating Team
Sarah Lanier, Moderator
Vice Moderator – Laurel McKeith
Secretary – Peggy Thompson
Treasurer – Pat Ramsey
Assistant Treasurer – Laurel McKeith

TREASURER’S
REPORT
We finished 2017 with a surplus of $20,766 versus a budgeted surplus of $17. Offerings came in $4,800
above budget. It was a good year for investment income as well. We had lower expenses in Salaries and
Benefits: $16,000 and Ministries: $12,000. Benevolences were $5,000 above budget.
The balance sheet ended 2017 with an operating net worth of over $100,000.
In the area of planned giving, the church received a wonderful, anonymous gift of over $75,000 from a
charitable remainder trust. The proceeds were directed to reserves for immediate church needs and to
the Permanent Fund.
The church also received $25,000 from the Richard & Pearl Brown Foundation, continuing its support of
our mission in recent years. Planned Giving is an important source of support for mainline churches,
including SIPC, as our veteran members age and reach the end of life. Such gifts can be planned by an
inexpensive codicil to one’s will or a change in the beneficiary designation for part of one’s IRA.
We have various accounts invested in New Covenant Balanced Growth Fund [NCBGX]. Its market
value was up 13.47% in 2017. These investments support the church’s Permanent Fund [Endowment],
Manse Fund [last used to support the housing allowance of Rev. Dr. Sam Henderson], and the Beckwith
Handbell Fund [fully utilized in 2017 to beautifully refurbish our handbells]. In 2014, we allocated
$75,000 of operating cash to NCBGX to better balance assets and liabilities. Its value is now $93,356.
The Budget for 2018 reflects an increase in income of $10,000 but also $44,000 of added expenses
[mostly payroll]. The resulting deficit projection is ($14,446). I call this a “Leap of Faith Budget”.
Further detail is available to members and will also be distributed at the Annual Meeting.
Finance Committee: Milo Moore, Treasurer
Curt Shambaugh, Shelly Barquist, Bob Harris, Lee Cassady, Howard Gandelot, Andy Lohn, Rev. Jeff
Garrison, Jim Brown, James Eleczko
***

PERSONNEL
ACTIVITIES
·
·
·
·
·
·

Approved the recommended Personnel budget to Session for 2018 budget year
Approved Pastor’s Continuing Education activities for 2018
Approved schedule for all Personnel Annual Evaluations
Approved the job description for Parish Associate and recommended to Session the hiring of
Reverend Deanie Strength for that position
Conducted Pastor’s Personnel Evaluation
Reviewed evaluations of all staff positions

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – Billy Hair, Chair
Ray Krstolic, Shelley Barquist, James Garrison, Bill Foster, Rev. Jeff Garrison

FINANCES
Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church
Analysis of Revenues & Expenses
Accounts
2017 Budget

2017 Actual

2018 Budget

Revenues
BUDGETED INCOME
Budgeted Offerings
MEMBER PLEDGE
Unpledged & Loose Offering
Total BUDGETED OFFERINGS
Other Budgeted Income
Total Revenues

485,513
50,500
536,013
56,000
592,013

482,638
58,186
540,824
49,062
589,886

483,746
56,500
540,246
58,763
599,009

Expenses
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total

337,424
25,250
5,550
2,100
32,450
40,782
76,700
1,500

320,847
21,920
1,973
3,167
25,557
40,166
79,536
-

351,733
26,850
4,250
2,450
29,350
40,782
86,300
1,500

521,756

493,166

543,215

50,240

55,954

50,240

20,000

20,000

20,000

569,120

613,455

SALARIES AND BENEFITS
WORSHIP
EDUCATION
FELLOWSHIP
OFFICE
FINANCE
PROPERTY
STEWARDSHIP

Total Expenses
Other Expenses
BUDGETED BENEVOLENCES
Contrib.to Capital Reserve
TOTAL EXPENSES

591,996

Net Income over Expense

17

$

20,766

(14,446)

STEWARDSHIP
Many thanks to Joe Young for heading up the stewardship campaign for 2018. We were
successful.
Total Member Pledge estimates for 2018 are up $1,000 over 2017, with 95 pledges. There were
net pledge increases of $23,000. The average pledge is $5,092, a wonderful faith response of
giving back to God.
There is a downside to such large average gifts that is evidenced when we lose members to
moving, death or leaving SIPC. We lost $22,000 to such circumstances for 2018. To stay even in
estimated giving is a positive outcome.

COMMUNICATIONS
A major initiative was outreach to the community through awareness of SIPC’s activities and
programs.
·

The month-long Calvin College lecture series in January attracted a number of non-member
attendees.

·

The 500 year celebration of the Protestant Reformation was featured through a highly visible
banner, along with a featured article in “The Skinnie”, which was written by Pastor Jeff.

·

Initiated the development and adoption of a new logo which updated and refreshed the appearance
of current publications and literature.

·

Supported the kickoff of the yearlong Celebration of SIPC’s 40th Anniversary by:
*
*
*

providing a feature in “The Skinnie” written by Pastor Jeff
developing an historical video which ran in the Sanctuary and on the monitors
creating a special 40th Anniversary awareness symbol for display throughout the
anniversary year on the outdoor sign, all literature and the white flag that flies below the
American flag.

·

Compiled 2017 Annual Report which was distributed both electronically and in print as outreach to
non-members.

·

Designed and installed, in conjunction with the Property Committee, a new wall of dynamic
communications in Liston Hall which drew the attention of both members and non-members alike.
A primary meeting place for the community, Liston Hall hosts activities for over ten outside
community groups.

·

Increased attention to the outdoor sign through frequent message changes which resulted in
positive input from both members and non-members alike.

·

Improved the website through up-to-date changes to the monthly calendar and easily accessed
information about the church, the Sunday bulletin and SIPC News.

·

Visually improved the layout of SIPC News both online and in print. Distribution both to The
Marshes and during Sunday morning services included prayer requests, highlights of members,
upcoming events and support of SIPC missions.

·

Visually and functionally improved the Sunday bulletin placing on the flap:
*
*
*

·

Members’ contributions to the service.
The names of current Session members
“Thoughts to Ponder” for additional quiet contemplation

Pastor Jeff’s Monday morning blog has attracted increased readership and interest from both
members and non-members.

Committee Members: Dee Angell, Chair
Hazel Brown, Eleanor Graham, Debbie Hornsby, Jane Reinhard, Jim Brown, Ann Higbee, Dean Klahr,
Karen Utzinger

PROPERTY
The committee’s most significant accomplishment in 2017 was its growth in membership and
participation, which has brought many new skill-sets and perspectives. Consequently, the Finishing
Touches subcommittee was formed and has complimented project engineering by providing necessary
and specific attention to the overall appearance of the church.
Activities:
Exterior/Grounds
· Memorial Garden refurbishment and upgrade (affected by Hurricane Matthew)
· Memorial fountain and marquis refurbishment and upgrade
· HVAC and trash dumpster fencing refurbishment (Eagle Scout project)
· Campus power washing and window cleaning
· Significant landscape improvements including tree removal, plant bed refurbishment, and
plant replacements
Interior
· Sanctuary wall resurface/paint, baptismal font and information table resurface
· Information presentation display (slat wall) and corner furniture was added in Liston Hall
· Kitchen deep clean, ice machine replacement
· Ante room (outside pastor’s office) and main lobby redesign in the Administration building
Office/Technology
· Copier upgrade (annual cost savings - $4,200)
· Conversion from AT&T to Comcast for phone/internet/TV service (over 1000% capacity
increase to support live event streaming)
· Sanctuary audio/video systems upgrade initiative led by Lars Ljungdahl
· Fire alarm updates and repairs
· Mobile phone/tablet application (APP) development
Property Committee: Vic Bell, Jim Brown, Walt Culin, David Denhard, Bill Duke, Howard Gandelot,
James Garrison, Bob Harris, Don Holck, Sonny Jones, Ray Krstolic, Bill Sickels
Finishing Touches Subcommittee: Dee Angell, Judy Gandelot, Sandy Mayer, Bill Sickels, Susan Usher

